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There is evidence of a considerable increase in the unauthorized use of small, inexpensive Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems (UAS) by individuals and organizations, including companies. While the FAA retains the 
responsibility for enforcing Federal Aviation Regulations, including those applicable to the use of UAS, the 
agency also recognizes that state and local Law Enforcement Officers (LEOs) are often in the best position 
to deter, detect, immediately investigate, and, as appropriate, pursue enforcement actions to stop 
unauthorized or unsafe UAS operations.  
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D R O N E 
 
Direct attention outward and upward, attempt to locate and identify individuals operating 
the drone. (Look at windows/balconies/roof tops). 
 
Report incident to the FAA Regional Operations Center (ROC). Follow-up assistance can beobtained through FAA Law 
Enforcement Assistance Program special agents. 
 
Observe the UAS and maintain visibility of the device, look for damage or injured individuals. Note: Battery life is 
typically 20 to 30 minutes. 
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Notice features: Identify the type of device (fixed-wing/multi-rotor), its size, shape, color, 
payload (i.e., video equipment), and activity of device. 
 
Execute appropriate police action: Maintain a safe environment for general public and first-responders. Conduct a field 
interview and document ALL details of the event per the 
guidance provided by the FAA. http://www.faa.gov/uas/law_enforcement/ 

 
 

Louisiana Drone Laws 
 
SB356 - Critical Infrastructure: Effective: June 14, 2014 
Would prohibit drones from flying over critical infrastructure, including but not limited to: oil & gas 
refineries, power plants, telecommunications towers, transportation hubs, and correctional 
facilities. 
Reference: Louisiana State Legislature 
 
SB69 - State Pre-emption Effective: June 14, 2017 
State Preemption: Grants State DoT sole authority over regulating drones in the state. 
Reference: Louisiana State Legislature 
 
Act 529 - Criminal Trespassing Effective: June 17, 2016 
Expands criminal trespassing to include flying a drone in airspace over private property or 
conducting surveillance of private property without consent. 
Reference: Louisiana State Legislature 
 
Act 635 - Invasion of Privacy Effective: August1, 2016 
Expands voyeurism and "peeping to” laws to include photographs or recordings obtained via 
drone. 
Reference: Louisiana State Legislature 
 
Act 545 - Commercial Agriculture - Licensing 8r Registration Effective August 1, 2016 
Drones must be licensed and registered through the state prior to commercial agricultural use. 
The state may impose a registration fee of up to $100 for this. 
Reference: Louisiana State Legislature 
 
Act 539 - Surveillance of Schools and Prisons Effective August 1, 2016 
Prohibits use of an unmanned aircraft system to conduct surveillance or collect information about 
a school, school premises, or correctional facilities. 
Reference: Louisiana State Legislature 
 
SB73 - Interference with Public Safety 2016 
Flying a drone across a police cordon is ci0nsidered obstructing an officer. Law enforcement and 
firefighters are allowed to disable a drone that is interfering with their duties. 
Reference: Louisiana State Legislature 

 
 

 


